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Ask us about optimal nutrition and exercise for your pet.  Our companions need dietary changes as they age.  Diet can impact health and longevity in a multitude of ways.  Your veterinary hospital team can assess your older pet individually and determine the diet and nutritional program best suited to manage your dog’s condition. 


During the month of November, when you have a wellness profile and comprehensive examination done on your senior pet, we will provide you with a complimentary bag or case of Med-Cal/Royal Canin Veterinary diet that best meets your pet’s needs.








Is your pet over the age of seven?  If so, congratulations are in order!  They have reached their senior years.  As you probably know, pets age 5 to 10 times faster than humans.  This means that when one year passes, your pet has aged up to 10 years depending on their breed and size.  Larger breeds of dogs tend to age faster than smaller breeds of dogs or cats.  Please see the accompanying chart which allows you to look up your pet’s true age.  This may seem daunting.  With advancing age comes increasing risk for age-related conditions such as mobility problems, diabetes, kidney disease, heart disease, and eye problems.  In many instances, the changes are subtle, so our pets may continue to act normally while coping with an underlying disease.  What can you do? First, schedule your pet for a comprehensive senior check-up and wellness profile.  These blood and urine tests and blood pressure measurement can establish baseline levels for future comparison and identify existing health problems.  If these problems are identified early, there is a good chance that through early intervention, serious problems can be prevented.  At home, watch carefully for early warning signs that something might be wrong.  See the attached questionnaire for things to watch for.  Keep track and then report to us immediately, before they become serious. 





Celebrating Seniors!





Welcome to the second edition of our e-newsletter!  This time we are focusing our attention on senior pets.  November is Senior Pet Awareness month.  Take a few moments to read the accompanying articles and find out your pet’s true age.  To celebrate the special achievement of becoming a senior, we are offering senior wellness testing at a special price this month. Contact us at � HYPERLINK "mailto:bhvh@eastlink.ca" ��bhvh@eastlink.ca� or call us at 835-2323.  Visit us on-line at http://www.bedfordvet.com 
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	SENIOR PET QUESTIONAIRRE ….SEE ATTACHMENT





FIND OUT YOUR PET’S ‘TRUE’ AGE HERE....2





CELEBRATING SENIORS!  ......1
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Senior Pet Questionnaire





if you answer YES to any of these questions, consult with your veterinarian as soon as possible..





.





	Indicate if your pet has experienced changes in:


									         YES		NO


Drinking                                                                                    □    	           □ 				


Urination								□		□


Appetite								□		□


Weight								□		□


Hair Coat  Itchy, dandruff, dull, hair loss, matting				□		□


Body Odors   Bad breath, odor from ears/skin				□		□


Mobility   Lameness ,trouble with stairs, stiff, pain, lying down more		□		□


Breathing  Coughing, shortness of breath, wheezing, mouth breathing	□		□


Digestion  Vomiting, diarrhea, constipation, hairballs			□		□


Senses   Hearing, smelling, or vision loss, cloudy eyes			□		□


Behavior   Reclusiveness, increased vocalization, loss of training		□		□


Growths   New growths, changes in previous growths			□		□








Find the age, in years, of your dog or cat in the left hand column and follow the row across to the column that matches.








.





					


			                          DOG’S WEIGHT                                  CATS		


PET’S AGE		0-20LBS	21-50LBS	51-90LBS	>90LBS	CATS


	5		33		34		38		41		33


	6		40		42		45		49		40


	7		44		47		50		56		44


	8		48		51		55		64		48


	9		52		56		61		71		52


	10		56		60		66		78		56


	11		60		65		72		86		60


	12		64		69		77		93		64


	13		68		74		82		101		68


	14		72		78		88		108		72


	15		76		83		93		115		76


	16		80		87		99		123		80


	17		84		92		104		131		84


	18		88		96		109		139		88


	19		92		101		115		-		92
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Determine your pet’s ‘true’ age














